COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS
AUGUST 24, 2004
CLARK COUNTY, WASHINGTON

The Board convened in the Commissioners Hearing Room, 6th Floor, Public Service Center, 1300
Franklin Street, Vancouver, Washington. Commissioners Stanton, Pridemore, and Morris, Chair,

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Commissioners conducted the Flag Salute.

BID AWARD 2380

Reconvened a public hearing for Bid Award 2380 — Re-bid Decongtruction/Demoalition of 520
NW 179" Street. Mike Westerman, Genera Services, read amemo recommending that Bid
2380 be awarded to the lowest bidder. There being no public comment, MOVED by Stanton
to award Bid 2380 to Integrity Excavating and Congruction of Battle Ground, Washington, in
the total bid amount of $16,047.30, including Washington State sdes tax and to grant authority
to the County Adminigtrator to sign dl bid-related contracts. Commissioners Morris, Stanton,
and Pridemore voted aye. Motion carried. (See Tape 147)

PUBLIC COMMENT

Issue#1: Civil Rights (verbatim)

ERNEST EDSEL : Good morning, Commissoner. My nameis Ernest Edsdl, E-d-s-e-l. |
represent Mae Williams and Pagtor Williams. They are the parents of Lavell Lindsey, who was
murdered & the Bliss Road Tavern. They had a meeting with you recently; the meeting was
totaly unsatisfactory. What they are requesting, and thistiesin with today’ s meeting, is...asyou
know, the three of you alowed that Bliss Road Tavern to remain doing business there when it
wasillegaly operating there. Y ou had notice from Sheriff Lucasthat it was a dangerous bar;
however, because that location is surrounded by low income housing — what you would
consider white trash — you did nothing about it S0 ayoung black man goesthereand is
murdered. His family isleft now with five grandchildren to bring up. The Williams s have had no
judtice in this county. This county is operated on the basis of afew white dites, asthe growth
plan will show. Y our number one focusis on luxury hotels — raisng money for that — and nothing
for the white trash, as you consider them, or for minoritiesin this county. Pastor Williams would
like to make a point to you about how your decision on letting that Bliss Road Tavern...has
destroyed their family. Thank you.

PASTORWILLIAMS: We had no justice here. We haven't got any justice. And based on
your decison, you hurt my family.
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ALTON MCDONALD: Good Morning, Madame Chair and Council members. For the
record my name is Alton McDonad. | am the Vice President for Legd Redress for the Nationa
Action Network; the founder and CEO, the Reverend Al Sharpton. As avice president, we
have undertaken the issues in Clark County. There are severa issues here at hand and get to
understand that the issues have been raised time and time again with Sheriff Lucas and dso with
the Vancouver Police Chief, but to date nothing has been done. So | am here on behdf of the
Nationa Action Network in regards to the issues of racid discrimination, racid profiling,
inequity, and the injustice in how African American, Latino, and Asan are treated here in Clark
County. We articulated to you [at the] last meeting on the 11" that it is time for change and as
citizers of this great nation, dso taxpayers, we have aright to bein this country and so we will
do whatever it takes to make sure that we, as Americans, get justice for the things that should
be just according to law.

As Mr. Williamsrightfully sated, his son was avictim of aracia attack. Jason Ferguson was the
one who murdered Lavell Lindsey, February 29, 2004, and to date | want the community to
know — council members, | want you to know this: when the murder occurred, four people
werein the car; the murder occurred at the club; perpetrator Jason Ferguson Ieft the scene.
Prior to leaving the scene, three other friends of Jason' s got in the car. What did they do? Along
the way one person, | understand, tried to cover up the evidence by throwing the knife in the
woods and cleaning herself off and wiping away the blood. To date, the only person who has
been arrested has been Jason Ferguson. The other three individuds, which | consder
accomplicesto the crime, were in the car. What is the prosecuting attorney office saying? They
are saying that they did nothing wrong. | know if there was an African American man who
committed a crime so vidiousin nature, who killed a Caucasian American, we would have dl
four people in the car as accomplices, they would be charged accordingly. We are seeking
justice. The Nationd Action Network is seeking judtice for the Williams family.

Also, thereis another issue | want to bring to the council’ s attention. We have Deshawn
Hakeem Watson, who was arrested for atraffic violation. From atraffic violation, prior to his
release he was then later arrested for amurder that occurred back in February of 2003. | began
to understand, [tape inaudible] the police department seek awarrant to get his DNA. After his
DNA was given, it was disclosed to the family — “Oh, we found DNA on ahat,” but on that
particular hat ther€' s other [tape inaudible] DNA from someone else. And so the Nationa
Action Network takes the postion that we believe that the evidence may be something that is
conjured up. [It's] ill in the investigative stage, but it goes to show how African Americans and
Latinos are treated in this particular county. And casein point, for my rationae, [when] Jason
Ferguson murdered Lavell Lindsey, his bail was set at $150,000 for the murder of an African
American man. We have aLatino young man, who is ill in the Clark County jail [who] was
charged with robbing drug deders, who happened to be Caucasan- American; hisbal is set at
$1,000,000. Isthere adisparity? Yesthere is. The facts speak for themsalves. | want to thank
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you for ligtening and | hope you will do an inquiry in to what isredly going on herein Clark
County.

The Nationa Action Network takes a position. After we bring it to your attention, we will put it
in written form and then if we can’'t get any form of communication of jugtice in regardsto this
particular issue, then we will take the next step. We are working on getting the Reverend Al
Sharpton out here to address these issues if need be because we are saying thisis part of a
marker. Clark County is not a separate entity from the greater United States; it isapart of a
marker. It's bonded by the Congtitution of this great nation. It is bonded by the Congtitution of
the State of Washington, wheredl peopl€’ s rights ought to be protected and those who believe
that they can violate the rights of any citizen in regards to their race, sex, and natiorel origin have
something coming.

It isasad day in America, notably in Clark County, to know that we have people’s avil rights
and congtitutiond rights that have been violated. | stand as witness, and | stand as the conveyor
of this message, that the National Action Network will take a position to address the issue of
avil rights violations; to address the issue of condtitutiond rights violations. | want to thank you
for ligening. | want to thank you for your time. And | hope that you do aninquiry in regardsto
the issues that were raised here this morning by mysdf, Attorney Ernest, and by the Williams
family. Thank you.

| ssue #2: City of Battle Ground — Transportation Plan Update

Brian Wolfe, City Attorney for the City of Battle Ground, noted for the record that they
ddivered the Trangportation Plan Update for the Urban Growth Area. He asked the board if
they had received a letter from Cara Sahler, dated August 19, 2004, which corrects a
misstatement on her representation of the Battle Ground School Didtrict’s opposition — they
redly aren’'t opposed to the UGA.

Morris noted that they had closed public testimony and would not be taking anymore public
testimony at the hearing. She said she would introduce the notebooks into the record upon
opening the hearing. She asked Mr. Wolfe to repeat his comment about Ms. Sahler.

Wolfe explained that Ms. Sahler is an attorney for Preston Gates & Ellis, who had testified at
the previous hearing that the Battle Ground School Didtrict opposed Battle Ground' s proposd,
but endorsed the Commissioner’ s redraft. Ms. Sahler submitted aletter on August 19 in which
she States that she had inaccurately stated that the Battle Ground School District encouraged
adoption of the Battle Ground Urban Growth Area as currently proposed.

Morrisinterjected that the board had not received that particular |etter and asked Mr. Wolfe
how he had received it.
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Wolfe responded that he received it viafax. He said he would provide a copy to the board.
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CONSENT AGENDA

There being no public comment, MOVED by Pridemore to gpprove items 1 through 13.
Commissioners Morris, Stanton, and Pridemore voted aye. Motion carried. (See Tape 147)

PUBLIC HEARING: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Hearing continued from August 17, 2004. No public comment was taken at this hearing.

[VERBATIM MINUTES TRANSCRIBED BY RIDER & ASSOCIATES — Tapes 144,
145, & 146]
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